Niger Delta Weekly Conflict Update

Curtailing the Proliferation of lllicit Arms
in the Niger Delta
October 05-11, 2025

This update highlights the growing threat of illicit activities in the
Niger Delta, especially the spread of small arms and light weapons.
Recent reports show that these weapons continues to fuel insecurity,
underscoring the urgent need for stronger enforcement to curb illicit
arms, reduce violence, and improve public safety across the region.
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Anticipated Trends and Dynamics

The continued proliferation of illicit firearms could further escalate
violent crimes, including cult clashes, armed robbery, and kidnapping
for ransom in the region. It also emboldens criminal groups and un-
dermines the ability of security agencies to maintain law and order.

Actions Taken to Mitigate the Situation

Security agencies are intensifying intelligence-led operations to inter-
cept arms traffickers and dismantle supply networks. However,
stronger inter-agency coordination and border control are vital to
curbing illicit arms flow and ensure lasting stability in the region.
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Heat Map shows the concentration of incidents of illegal arms proliferation
in the Niger Delta from January 2021 - August 2025. Sources: All data
sources formatted on PIND’s P4P Peace Map www.p4pnigerdelta.org

U0 Timeline of Recent Incidents of
- .
g ?@ lllegal Arms Proliferation
September 25, 2025
@—p A gunrunner and three accomplices were re-
portedly arrested for supplying firearms to
criminal gangs in Irele, Irele LGA, Ondo State.
n
p September 22, 2025
N
- A 42-year-old passenger was.allegedly arrested
g for unlawful possession of firearms along the
£ Benin-Lagos highway in Edo State.
&
[=%
3 September 06, 2025
- &> A young man was reportedly arrested with a
2 cut-to-size double-barrel shotgun and live car-
g’ tridges in Uyo LGA, Akwa Ibom State.
<
_ August 31, 2025
A 61-year-old man was reportedly arrested
with multiple firearms and 128 live cartridges
v in Boki LGA, Cross River State.

Our Services: PIND’s Integrated Peace and Development Unit (IPDU) provides technical support to stakeholders and implementing partners across the pub-

lic and private sectors. With over 12 years of experience in peacebuilding, and conflict management, our in-house team of subject-matter experts, alongside a

network of partners on the ground, delivers tailored support to national and international stakeholders. We specialize in peacebuilding, conflict early warning

and response, conflict-sensitive development, research, and the production of data-driven conflict reports.

Contact Us

Inquiries: &4 PINDfoundation.org
Contacts: (%) info@PINDfoundation.org +234 (0) 9 291 0454
What do you think about the report? - We value your feedback
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Report Incidents: IPDU Early Warning System

Please report any verified incident of conflict to the IPDU SMS early
warning system: Text report to 0912 233 4455.

Incident Details: Kindly include the State, LGA, Town, Date, and brief
incident description.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfik8wv_Tl_bOKMoVQDeMrxIAw0p5neuQQQlmKgUChdVo75KQ/viewform

